PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION.

THIS original edition oE this work has boon so favourably received by
road engineers at kome and abroad, and tho amount of new matter und
information acquired as u result of the experiments and investigations
that have been made in the interval has been of such interest, that, at
the request of the publishers, the author has completely revised und
remodelled the book to its present enlarged form.

The war has emphasised the immediate necessity for improved
highways and thoroughfares, and for the provision of a substantial
road ^truoture which will be suited to the traffic. Motor transport
has demonstrated itself an economic success, and it is shown in the
text that, up to a radius of about forty miles, goods can bo carried
more effectively and as economically as by the railway as at present
administered. A similar degree ol satisfaction can be obtained iu
dealing with passenger traffic in certain circumstances.

Roads will, therefore, bo subjected to a far greater amount ol trallio
than has been the case in the past. The increases shown in the traffic
returns are an indication of the popularity of the motor vehicle, but,
in the view of most people, they only give a slight idea of the future
increase of such traffic.

It is explained that the provision of good and suitable roads will
reduce the running costs of this form of traffic by about 20 per cent.;
and, in consequence, it is desirable that every effort should be made
to instal such a form of structure that will give this or oven better
results.

The greatest oare has been taken to give information which will
be generally useful The author has made very free comments for and
against the different classes of structures, and suggestions which, in
his opinion, seem to overcome the difficulties that have arisen.

The bituminous pavement is very closely examined, because this
class of structure seems to have greater possibilities for success from
every point of view; the information is in such detail on this subject
that there should be little difficulty in carrying out the work by direct
employment of labour.